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PUBLIC HOUSING — WAITLIST 

714. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Housing: 

I refer to the fact that on the minister’s watch 55 000 Western Australians are awaiting public housing, including 
thousands of needy children, and the disastrous contracting-out model that has seen repairs and maintenance 
times blow out. 

(1) How does the minister explain the fact that 520 Homeswest properties were sitting vacant on 
30 September that were not undergoing significant maintenance, modification or refurbishment? 

(2) How many people would those homes house if they were occupied? 

(3) Is this not just another example of the government’s failed model of housing maintenance? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Rockingham for his question. 

(1)–(3) The waitlist is an issue. The waitlist has increased under our watch, but it existed under the former 
government’s watch too. What did the former government do? 

Mr M. McGowan: It has got worse by about 10 000 during your term. Is that nothing? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: What are we doing? We are building more houses. I have a simple graph here that 
shows what we have done and what the former government did over the past eight years. The number of houses 
being built was going down over the eight years that Labor was in office. What has happened since then? The 
Liberal–National government came in and look at what happened. The number of houses being built went up. 
There is a waitlist but we are doing something about it. The other point the member made was that 520 houses 
are being refurbished. There will always be houses that will not be tenanted, as the member knows—he is a 
smart person—as people move in and out. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Am I being too generous, members? In answer to the very simple question, it is just like 
a cash-flow situation. If we could fill those 520 houses, which is impossible, of course, we would have 520 
houses available for people on the waitlist. What is a reasonable number? That is a good question. It is a 
reasonable performance indicator for the Department of Housing to keep that number as low as possible.  

The other point the member made was about the maintenance contracts. I have raised in Parliament before that I 
am not happy at the moment with how the department has implemented this program. It is working on improving 
it. This program, I have been told, is very successful in New South Wales, Tasmania and Victoria. I repeat that I 
am not happy with the way the department has implemented it, and I will be keeping a very strong watching 
brief on it.  
 


